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FIRST MIDWEEK ADVENT  
December 3, 2025 

 

Special Order of Service with The Litany, LSB pg. 288 
Rev. Don McKillop, Vacancy Pastor 

 

WELCOME in the name of Jesus who brings us good tidings of great joy! 
 

Pre-Service prayer: O LORD God, our dear heavenly Father, You have sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Savior and to proclaim to us Your precious Gospel message. He willingly offered Himself in our place, 

bearing our sins so that our guilt might be removed, and we might be freed from the control of Satan and 

the fear of death. Grant that as we worship this evening, Your Spirit might fill our hearts with a growing 

appreciation for Jesus, His work, and His Gospel message. Help us always to remain faithful to Him as we 

look forward to His return. It is in His name that we pray. Amen. 
 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  |  Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913  |  Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Responsive Reading 
P  O wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, ruling over the universe unto the 

ends of the earth with tenderness and power, come and teach us the way of wisdom. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P  O Lord, Head of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and gave him 

the law on Mount Sinai, come open-armed to redeem us. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P  O Branch of Jesse, arising as a sign among the nations, before whom kings will keep silence 

and to whom nations will call for help, come to deliver us and delay no longer. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P  O Key of David, Scepter of the house of Israel, You open that which no one can close and 

close that which no one can open, come and deliver the prisoner lying in dark captivity and in 

the shadow of death. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P  O Morning Star, splendor of eternal light and Sun of righteousness, come and enlighten those 

living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P  O King of the nations, You answer their longing; O Cornerstone, You reconcile nations 

opposed, come and save us whom You made from dust. 

C  Lord, come soon. 

P O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, Hope and Savior of all the nations, come and save us, O 

Lord our God. 

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The Collect 
L O Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins. 

C Do not reward us according to our iniquities.  

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we 

turn from our evil ways and live. Graciously spare us those punishments which we by our sins 

have deserved, and grant us always to serve You in holiness and pureness of living; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

First Reading Micah 5:2–5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
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And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 10:1–17 
 1For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these 

realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect 

those who draw near. 2Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, 

having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 3But in these sacrifices 

there is a reminder of sin every year. 4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 

away sins. 

 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, 

I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that 

will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 11And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can 

never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 

footstool for his feet. 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified. 

 15And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
16“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 
17then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
 

Please stand. 

Gospel Reading Luke 1:5–17 
 5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of 

Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they 

were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the 

Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9according to the 

custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 
10And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11And there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12And 

Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do 

not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice 

at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and 

he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16And he will turn many of the 

children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go before him in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.  |  Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"                                                 Isaiah 59:20 

20“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 

 to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the LORD. 
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 5–7 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.  |  Tune: French, 15th cent.  |  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Offering 
 

Hymn as offerings are brought forward. Please stand. 

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1–2 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97  |  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  |  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Prayers 
 

Litany 
L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
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L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross 

and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day 

of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain 

them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have 

erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to 

accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give 

our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and 

all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide 

all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in 

their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
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To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to 

have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and 

preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

  

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

You may be seated for our closing hymn. 
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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