FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 22, 2026

Divine Service Setting Four, pg. 203
Rev. Don McKillop, Vacancy Pastor

Confession and Absolution

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O 1lit - tle flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, Not earth nor
4 A -men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail.
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might -y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. | Tune: German, 1534, Niurnberg | Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Exhortation LSB 203
P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

()
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P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness
P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 91:9-13; antiphon: vv. 15-16
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk
through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

You may be seated.
Children’s Sermon

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1-21
"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”

2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, *but God
said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you
touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. >For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” 5So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
“But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” '°And he said, “I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 'He said,
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?” ?The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and
I ate.” ¥Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

4“The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
15T will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
16T the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
7And to Adam he said,
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“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
Bthorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 2! And the LORD
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle Romans 5:12—19
2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned— '*for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given,
but sin is not counted where there is no law. *Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to
come.

ISBut the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for
many. '°And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.
I7If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. >And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. *And the tempter came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” “But he answered, “It is
written,
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“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
SThen the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple ®and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.””” *Again,
the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. °And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
0Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,
““You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.’”
"Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

299

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -+ everlasting. Amen.

You may be seated for our sermon hymn.

AGAIN IT IS WRITTEN,

-
MATTHEW 4:7, ESV
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668 §ise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You
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1 Rise! To arms! With prayer em-ploy you, O  Chris-tians, lest the
2 Cast a - far this world’s vain plea - sure And bold - ly strive for
3 Wise-ly fight, for time is fleet - ing; The hours of grace are
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foe  de-stroy you; For Sa - tan has de-signed your  fall.
heav’n-ly trea - sure. Be  stead-fast in the Sav - ior’s might.
fast  re-treat - ing; Short, short is this our earth - ly way.
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Wield God’s Word, the weap-on glo - rious; A -gainst all foes be
Trust the Lord, who stands be - side you, For Je - sus from all
When the Lord the dead will wak - en And sin - ners all by
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thus vic - to - rious, For God pro-tects you from them all.
harm will hide you. By faith you con-quer in the fight.
fear are shak - en, The saints with joy will greet that day.
0
b’ 4 N | | ) N | I |
otV
SESSS — 2 2
Fear not the hordes of  hell, Here is Em - man-u - el.
Take cour - age, wea - ry soul! Look for - ward to the goal!
Praise God, our tri-umph’s sure. We need not long en-dure
n 1
P4 ) I | -
6G—— @~ ¢ 7 ¢
Q) i ‘ g I T T T
Hail the Sav - ior! The strong foes yield To Christ, our  shield,
Joy a-waits you. The race well run, Your long war won,
Scorn and tri - al. Our Sav - ior King His own will bring
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And we, the vic - tors, hold the field.
Your crown shines splen-did as the sun.
To that great glo - ry which we sing.

Text: Wilhelm Erasmus Arends, 1677-1721; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835-after 1890, alt. | Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608 | Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon "Jesus Overcomes the Devil's Temptations”

Please stand.
Prayer of the Church
Prayer Response
P) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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You may be seated as we gather our offerings.

Offering
Hymn as offerings are brought forward.

781 XVe Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1-2
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew -ards true re - ceive
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All that we have 1is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -ly, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 | Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 | Text and tune: Public domain
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 208
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal

life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain;
yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your

promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which

is given for you. This do in remembrance of

Me 2

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me 2

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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4 10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;
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o) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
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You may be seated.
Distribution

429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died
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1 We sing the praise of Him who died, Of Him who
2 In - scribed up - on  the Cross we  see In shin - ing
3 The cross! It takes our guilt a - way; It holds
4 It makes the cow - ard spir - it brave  And nerves the
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died up - on the cross. The sin - ner’'s hope let
let - ters, “God is love” He bears our  sins up -
faint - ing spir - it up; It cheers with hope the
fee - ble arm for fight; It takes the ter - ror
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all de - ride; For this we count the world but loss.
on the tree; He  brings us mer - cy from a - bove.
gloom-y day And sweet-ens ev - ’ry bit - ter cup.
from the grave And gilds the bed of death with  light;

5  The balm of life, the cure of woe,
The measure and the pledge of love,
The sinner’s refuge here below,
The angels’ theme in heav’n above.

6  To Christ, who won for sinners grace
By bitter grief and anguish sore,
Be praise from all the ransomed race
Forever and forevermore.

Text (sts. 1-5): Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855; (st. 6): Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861 | Tune: attr. Daniel Read, 1757-1836 | Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
(P) Let us pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

P] Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Benediction

[P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y  for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land All threat’ning to de-
4 God’s Word for-ev - er shall a - bide, No thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; He breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod And wins sal -
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight; Whom God Him-

vour us, We trem-ble not, un - moved we stand; They can - not
fear it, For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe Has sworn to
self e-lect - ed. You ask who this may be? The Lord of
o - ver-powr us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; In bat - tle
of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house, Goods, hon - or,
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work us woe. With  craft and dread - ful might He

hosts is  He, Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, God’s
we’ll  en - gage. His might  is doomed to @ fail; God’s
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
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arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to -  rious.
judg - ment must pre - vaill One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 | Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004880 | Tune: Public domain
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