SOUTH DAKOTA

‘Good food for your soul’

| hope you will continue
your LW subscription

Rev. Dr.
Scott Sailer
District President

By Rev. Dr. Scott Sailer
South Dakota District President

At the direction of the district’s Board of Directors, I
took the action of calling for a congregational vote on
whether to rescind a district convention resolution
from 1976 that required South Dakota District
congregations to pay for subscriptions to The Lutheran
Witness (LW) for their members.

The board wanted me to take this action because

the cost of a year’s subscription to the LW had

nearly doubled from 2022 to 2024, thereby creating
unexpected and much higher expenses for the
congregations and the district. For example, a
congregation providing subscriptions for 50 households
in 2022 paid an annual subscription cost of $562. In
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2024, that price rose to an annual cost just under
$1,000. A congregation providing 250 subscriptions
would be faced with a $2,300 increase in 2024,
compared to its annual LW expense in 2022.

When the voting ended on Dec. 31, Rev. Dr. Thomas

Brown, district secretary, reported that 75 of 106

congregations (70.75%) had cast official ballots.

Fifty-four (54 congregations voted to rescind the

resolution and thereby end the requirement of

congregations providing LW subscriptions. Twenty-

one (21) congregations voted “no” (to not rescind

the resolution). The resolution passed by a 72%
majority.

As aresult of that vote, this March issue of The
Lutheran Witness is the last issue you'll receive under
the subscription system the district has had in place
since 1976. Your congregation is no longer obligated to
provide the magazine to you.

However, I hope you will continue to subscribe to this
informative official periodical of our LCMS church
body. The magazine is solidly biblical, flowing from
our confessional Lutheran theology. It’s good food for
your soul.

The district section, of course, is more “newsy.” It
keeps you informed about past and upcoming events
in South Dakota, and it features ministries and
congregations faithfully serving and responding to the
Holy Spirit’s direction.

Please check with your church office or your church
leaders about plans your congregation may have for
individuals and families to subscribe to The Lutheran
Witness.

Your servant in Christ ¢ Pastor Sailer

“Not ashamed of the Gospel”
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27
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DISTRICT NEWS

Headed to Germany | ]

Rev. Jonah Domenichelli was installed as an LCMS missionary to
Germany on Jan. 21.The service was held at Trinity, rural Hartford.
Rev. Thomas Christopher, Freeman Circuit visitor, performed the
installation. Rev. Nabil Nour, Trinity senior pastor, was the liturgist
and Rev. Dr. Scott Sailer, district president, was the officiant.

Pastor Domenichelli will work alongside the Independent
Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Synod's partner church in
Germany, to plant a church that serves locals, expats and members
of the U.S. military living abroad.

Rev. Domenichelli had served as pastor of Risen Savior, Tea,
since 2020. The Domenichellis will head to Germany sometime
this summer. Pastor Domenichelli is one of several missionaries
supported by the South Dakota District.

The Domenichelli family: Pastor Jonah and his wife,
Renee, are pictured with their children, (from left)

Isabella, Abigail, Phoebe, Isaiah and Gabriel. ||
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3 A< IR A | - [ From left, Revs.
' . Corey Aker,
Jeremy Richert,
Kurt Laskowsky,
Nabil Nour, Jonah
Domenichelli,
Zachary Courie,
Dr. Scott Sailer,
Adam Welton
and Thomas
Christopher.

CALL INFORMATION st

Senior pastor
Rev. Daniel Suelzle, Wittenberg Lutheran Chapel, e Qur Redeemer, Sioux Falls
Fargo, N.D., is prayerfully considering a call to Our Sole pastor
Savior, Aberdeen, and St. John, Columbia, Jan. 21. . Risgn Savior. Tea

Rev. Doug Slavens, Memorial, Sioux Falls, declineda e St. John, Britton/St. Paul, Ferney
call to Crosspointe, Fargo (Jan. 19). He is prayerfully o Grace, Deadwood/Blessed Emmanuel,

considering a call to Rock, Seward, Neb. (Jan. 23). Sturgis

Faith, Parkston, and St. Peter, Clayton, have e St. Paul, Plankinton/Trinity, White Lake
decided to call a pastoral candidate from the e Concordia, Cresbard/Immanuel,
seminary this spring. Wecota

Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher, senior pastor, Divine e Qur Savior, Madison/St. John’s,
Shepherd, Black Hawk, declined a call to Calvary, Howard

Wray, Colo., Jan. 16.  Zion, Canistota/St. John, Montrose
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Dual parish welcomes new senior pastor

Rev. Ryan Drevlow
was installed as

senior pastor of St.
Paul's, Aberdeen, and
St. Paul’s, Leola, on
Jan. 14. He joins Revs.
Jacob Smith and Ray
Anderson, and DCE
Michael Leapley on
the ministry staff. Ryan
is a 2009 graduate of
Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, and he most
recently served at Our
Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Sioux Falls. He
also serves as district
life coordinator.

From left, Revs. Jordon Andreasen, Kevin Moore, Dr. Scott Sailer, Dr. Alan Ludwig, Ray Anderson, Ryan

Drevlow, Bret Bierman and Jacob Smith.
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Test your knowledge on Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, Philemon,
Psalm 118 and the Apostles’ Creed at the
2024 Bible Bowl, to be held at 10 a.m.,
March 23, at Faith, Pierre. Rev. Marcus
Ring, pastor St. John, Gregory, will emcee
the competition.

All questions come from the ESV translation. More
specifically, Pastor Ring uses a Faith Alive Student Bible
(Concordia Publishing House, 2011).

Pastor Drevlow and his wife, Laura (left), are pictured For more information, or to receive a link to the registration

with their children, (from left) Eli, Wylynn, Esther, Moses, page, email Pastor Ring at revmring@gmail.com.
Gracelynn and Joy.

you have announcements, 420 E. Liberty Street
special events or human in- Rapid City, SD 57701
terest stories, please share '

with your brothers and The deadline for the Apl’ll

sisters in Christ of the South  issue is Feb. 15.

Dakota District.

We love to feature a wide
variety of news occurring in Kate Meadows:

our district congregations. If kate@katemeadows.com

Send submissions to
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LWML HILITES

PATTY’S PONDERINGS

The pure and beautifub words of God

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota
District President

Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be
clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter
than snow. psams1:7

As I sit in my house and look out at the fresh white
snow that is piling up in my backyard, I think of a
dear Christian woman from Costa Rica who had
never seen snow until she came to South Dakota.
She shared this verse with me. It is one of my favorite
verses because it tells me that through the death of
Jesus on the cross of Calvary, God removed the red
stains of sin that are on me. In Isaiah 1:18, God says
our “sins are like scarlet ... they are red like crimson.”

St. John heard this:

“These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

give us assurance that as believers in Jesus as the
Son of God and our Redeemer, we receive this free
gift of eternal life, which starts at our Baptism. We
should be exclaiming this with great joy because we
know this is true, and we want the world to know
that Jesus died for all.

The Bible verse for the LWML South Dakota
District Convention (June 7-8) is:

Though you do not now see Him, you love Him.
Though you do not now see Him, you believe in
Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls. 1 PETER 1:8-9

I pray that you are filled with this inexpressible joy
as you travel through the penitential weeks of Lent
and Holy Week to the glorious Resurrection Day,

REVELATION 7:14

What powerful words given to us in the Bible! They

when Jesus broke the bonds of death and burst

forth from the tomb. He did this out of His great

love for you and for me. Thanks be to God!

MILBANK ZONE REPORT

The Milbank Zone held a Fall Rally
and Workshop Oct. 21 at Mount Olive,
Watertown. The theme was “You Shall
Teach Them,” based on Deut. 6:7. Rev.
Thomas Mueller, pastor of Emanuel,
Sisseton, and Zion, Waubay, led an in-
formative and thought-provoking Bible
study on the theme. We can teach our
children, grandchildren, church family
and community in many ways by what
we do and what we say.

A representative from Haven Center, a

nonprofit medical pregnancy resource
center, spoke about its mission, goals
and current needs. Haven Center’s
mission is to provide men and women
faced with unplanned pregnancy the
knowledge and resources necessary to
make an informed decision that is guid-
ed by truth.

District LWML President Patty Peters
surprised us with a visit and updated
us on the district’s activities, missions
and mites.

Attendees also enjoyed an informative
slide show on the Ark Encounter muse-
um in Williamstown, Ky.

New officers elected were:

» Joyce Kasuske (Emanuel, Milbank),
VP of Servant Resources;

» Dorothy Bassingthwaite (Mount Olive,
Watertown), VP of Human Care;

» Sue Magedanz (Mount Olive,
Watertown), secretary; and

» Nancy Hanson (Our Savior’s, Wilmot),
treasurer.

For the ingathering, the zone collected
hygiene-kit items for the upcoming
Guatemala water outreach mission trip.
Two of our district LWML members are
among those planning to go on the mis-
sion. Our zone assembled more than 60
hygiene kits. The ladies of Mount Olive,
Watertown, made six handmade quilts
that will be given to those in need.

Jeanette Gravdahl
Milbank Zone President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

A cemetery is a
difficult place

to confess. You
might weep,
reminisce or
embrace some-
one, but it is not
an easy place

to open your
mouth and con-

fess, “I believe Rev. Brian
in the resurrec- Mosemann
tion of thebody |\ pistrict
and the life ev- Counselor
erlasting.”

Why is that? Is it because our emo-
tions get the best of us? Are we afraid
of saying the wrong thing? Perhaps.
But more likely is that the cemetery
seems like the enemy’s trophy case.
Every tombstone appears to be an-
other medal on death’s uniform. No
matter how valiantly we fight for life,
death always comes out on top.

That is the way it looks to the naked
human eye. Looks, however, can be
deceiving. The naked human eye sees
the cemetery, the coffin and the corpse
and is easily deceived into thinking
death has won again. But therein

lies the problem: the naked human
eye. What that eye needs is clothing,
the kind that will enable it to see be-
yond the cemetery, the coffin and the
corpse, to the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. That naked
human eye needs to be clothed with
these words from the mouth of Jesus:

“I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and everyone

who lives and believes in me shall
never die." JOHN 11:25-26

With that simple confession, a cem-
etery is no longer seen as a place of
defeat, but rather a place of victory in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Just ask Mary and Martha, whose
brother, Lazarus, fell ill and died

(JOHN 11:1-53). To Mary, to Martha and
to us, who Christ is becomes abun-
dantly clear in that cemetery near
Bethany. Mary still didn’t quite under-
stand. She didn’t want the stone rolled
back; no need to let loose the stench
of her brother’s decomposing body.
But at Jesus’ insistence, she relented
and the tomb was opened. There,
death ceased to matter. Life itself was
present. There was no need to wait for
the last day for the resurrection of the
body, for there stood the One who is
the resurrection and the life.

In the midst of that crowd gathered
at the cemetery, the one who believed
in Christ was the dead man. Mary
had heard, Martha had heard and
the crowd had heard, yet their hearts
were still crowded with doubt and
grief. But the dead man, he believed.
Lazarus heeded the Word of Christ:
“Lazarus, come out” (JOHN 11:43).

The dead man was ripped from the
arms of death by the One whom death
could not hold in the tomb. He who is
the resurrection, who is resurrected,
raised Lazarus. He is also the One
who is our forgiveness, who is our
salvation, and who is our resurrection
and life everlasting. Easter joy!

Time to collect

FOR INGATHERING

It's that time to start thinking about
the ingathering at the LWML South
Dakota District Convention, to be held
June 7-8 in Aberdeen, under the theme
“Inexpressible Joy, Matchless Savior.”

For Safe Harbor, a domestic violence
shelter and advocacy organization that
provides services in northeastern South
Dakota, we are seeking:

= Ladies’ deodorant

= Brooms and dust pans

= Shampoo and conditioner

= Scrubbing brushes

= Facial tissues

= Floor cleaner

= All-purpose cleaning spray

= Bath towels and kitchen towels

= Zip lock bags of all sizes

= Swiffer starter sets

= Disinfecting wipes

= Toilet bowl cleaner and brushes

For Journey Home, a housing support

organization which aims to provide

for the whole person — physically,

intellectually and socially, emotionally,

financially and spiritually — based on

the love and wisdom of Jesus Christ, we

are seeking:

= Peanut butter, coffee, toilet paper and
non-perishable food

= Hats, bed sheets (any size) and clothes
for babies, children, women and
elderly men

= Used pots and pans, silverware and
drinking glasses

Dianne Hemminger
VP of Special Focus Ministries

Inexpressible |- ]

Matchlgss

1 Peter 1:8-9
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Could you be the next LWML
Young Woman Representative?

“Serve the Lorb your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul.” DEUTERONOMY 10:12

As Lutheran Women in Mission,
we support each other. As we
build relationships with other
women, it is essential to make
connections by finding common

interests and shared experiences.

The LWML emphasizes the im-
portance of affirming each wom-
an’s relationship with Christ,
encouraging and equipping
women to live out their Chris-
tian lives through active mission
ministries and through support
of global missions.

Becoming a Young Woman Rep-
resentative (YWR) provides con-
nections with other young wom-
en from around South Dakota
and invites connections with
experienced women in mission.
Together, we can serve the Lord
and others by participating in a
variety of servant events and the
gathering of gifts from the heart.
Being a YWR uplifts your soul as
you worship with other women,
participate in Bible studies, and
sing songs of praise.

If this is something that appeals

to you as a young woman ages
18 to 35, please consider apply-
ing to be a YWR for the South
Dakota District Convention, to
be held June 7-8 in Aberdeen.

To apply:
1. Download the application at
sdlwml.org/young-women.

2. Ask a member of your local
LWML group or zone to write
a recommendation letter
for you.

3. Email the application and
recommendation letter to
laurel.schamber@ki2.sd.us
by March 31.

Please note that to ease the costs
of attending the convention,
financial support is available
from your local LWML group
and zone.

I hope that you will prayerfully
consider applying to be a Young
Woman Representative at this
year’s convention. If you have
questions or would like to know
more about the LWML, please
contact me or a member of your
local group.

Laurel Schamber
YWR Committee Chairman

Opportunity for youth!

Mount Calvary, Brookings, invites youth throughout South Dakota
for a special trip to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum in
Williamstown, Ky. The group will stay two nights at nearby Potter's
Ranch, with additional overnight stops at Concordia University
Wisconsin; Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.; and

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

The trip is intended for youth who will have completed seventh
through 12th grade, and their chaperones. The cost is $850 per
person and includes everything except five meals. The trip will
leave from and return to Sioux Falls. For more information, visit

mountcalvaryl.org/kentuckytrip.

FEARFULLY AND
WONDERFULLY MADE

Reflections from an LFL conference

By Erika Peterson
LFL Events Coordinator

The 2023 Lutherans For Life National Conference
was held Oct. 11-13 in Erlanger, Ky., just outside
Cincinnati. Of the 277 people who attended, more
than half were first-time attendees. Dozens of chil-
dren and young people were in attendance, all gath-
ered around the 2023 conference theme, “Fearfully
and Wonderfully Made” (from Psalm 139).

The keynote addresses by pro-life speaker Rebecca
Kiessling and Rev. Mark Chavez shared incredi-

bly personal journeys through intimate life issues.
Rebecca told of how she was conceived in rape, near-
ly aborted, and then adopted into a loving home.

She has since become a fierce advocate for children
conceived in rape, and she is a strong supporter of
adoption and the For Life movement.

Rev. Chavez, pastor of Reformation Lutheran
Church (NALC), Lancaster, Pa., spoke of finding the
Lord and His joy as he walked with his wife through
a terminal illness.

Additionally, experts presented on immigration, hu-
man trafficking, speaking truth into distortions of hu-
man sexuality, and reaching youth and adults for life.

Conference attendees visited the Creation Museum
and the updated “Fearfully and Wonderfully Made”
exhibit for a day of immersion into God’s truth of
how we are created. A visit to the Ark Encounter
brought many smiles as conference attendees discov-
ered the wonder of the life-size model of Noah’s Ark
and reflected on God’s mercy throughout the ages.

For audio and video from the 2023 conference, visit
lutheransforlife.org and click the “Conferences” tab.
Scroll down to “Past Conferences” and click the link.

Regional LFL conferences to be held in 2024 under
the theme “Life Shines in Darkness” are:

Regional Conference Northeast

Sept. 14 « Immanuel, Bristol, Conn.

Regional Conference Midwest

Oct. 12 « Hope, Shawnee, Kan.

Regional Conference Southeast

Nov. 9 « Zion, Winter Garden, Fla.

For more information, contact Erika at
epeterson @ lutheransforlife.org.

(This article was edited by Kate Meadows,)
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MISSION REGEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year-to—Date Report of Mission Receipts for the

12 months ending Jan. 14, 2024, compared to the 12 months ending Jan. 14, 2023

Circuit 1 — Aberdeen Circuit 5 — Mitchell
Aberdeen, Our Savior' 324 10,000 11,700 13,085 3611 40.39 Armour, Redeemer 198 8,000 8,000 8,000 40.40 40.40
Aberdeen, St. John 82 12,500 14,596 14,730 178.00 179.63 Delmont, Zion 92 16,000 16,000 16,000 173.91 173.91
Aberdeen, St. Paul 774 - 51,707 51,120 66.80 66.05 Dimock, Immanuel 155 15,000 26,093 25102 168.34 161.95
Andover, Zion 106 - 3,350 1,800 31.60 16.98 Emery, St. Peter 57 - 4418 4903 7751 86.02
Britton, St. John? 151 - 10,500 5438  69.54 36.01 Huron, Mount Calvary 802 70,000 70,484 70,000 87.89 87.28
Columbia, St. John 101 7,750 7,750 5813 76.73 57.55 Mitchell, Zion 543 30,850 32,107 30932 59.13 56.97
Cresbard, Concordia 52 2,625 8,175 9,170 157.21 176.35 Parkston, Faith® 190 10,000 10,000 12,500 52.63 65.79
Doland, Redeemer 43 2,000 1,500 2,000 34.88 46.51 Plankinton, St. Paul 140 2,000 2,000 4474 1429 31.96
Ferney, St. Paul 165 - 4,000 4,000 24.24 2424 Tripp, Emmaus 49 - 2,500 2,500 51.02 51.02
Groton, St. John 303 7,000 7,000 7,000 2310 23.10 White Lake, Trinity 118 8,000 10,400 8250 88.14 69.92
Leola, St. Paul 51 500 - 620 - 1216 Wessington Springs, Zion 75 - - - - -
Mansfield, Trinity 276 26,000 32,196 33,020 116.65 119.64 Wolsey, St. John 233 - 13,477 13,738 57.84 58.96
Redfield, Messiah 152 1,000 1,000 1,000 658 6.58 Woonsocket. Mount Olive 11 - - - - -
Stratford, St. Paul 38 4,000 4,000 5,000 105.26 131.58 Circuit 5 Totals 2,663 $159,850 $195479 $196,399 73.41 73.75
Wecota, Immanuel 74 - 10,905 6,362 147.36 85.97 o
Circuit 1 Totals 2692 $73375 $168,379 $160,158 62.55 59.49 Circuit 6 — Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin 81 - 275 825 3.40 10.19

Circuit 2 - Watertown Canistota, Zion 228 - 3,366 2009 1476 8.81
Brookings, Mount Calvary 415 47,000 52,082 49,789 125.50 119.97 Centerville, First English 65 2,000 2,130 2,360 3277 36.31
Brookings, Peace 289 - 6,000 6,000 20.76 20.76 Freeman, St. Paul 262 9,000 16,337 11,918 6235 4549
Corona, Trinity 138 2,000 2,753 3421 19.95 24.79 Hartford, Trinity 105 3,000 3,000 3,452 2857 32.88
Flandreau, Redeemer 31 3,800 3,800 3,800 122.58 122.58 Howard, St. John 122 _ 4,625 4,845 37.91 39.71
Milbank, Bethlehem 65 300 660 360 10.15 5.54 Hurley, Zion 31 2,750 2,750 3,120 88.71 100.65
Milbank, Emanuel 582 24,000 24,000 24000 4124 41.24 Madison, Our Savior 206 3,600 3,600 3,600 17.48 17.48
Revillo, St. John 127 3,000 2,995 3,894 23.58 30.66 Marion, Bethesda 59 2,000 7,000 2500 118.64 42.37
Sisseton, Emanuel 137 4,400 4,400 3,900 32.12 28.47 Menno, Immanuel 63 _ 6,750 4659 10714 7395
Watertown, Mount Olive 371 30,700 30,700 30,700 82.75 8275 Montrose, St. John 91 _ _ 219 - oM
Waubay, Zion 127 3,000 7,204 8,194 5672 64.52 Parker, First English 29 2500 11,497 7,000 396.45 241.38
White, Zion 60 5,500 2,537 5150  42.28 85.83 Scotland, St. Paul 39 600 600 600 1538 15.38
V\{ilmgt Qur Savior 163 2.500 3.290 2,718 20.18 16.67 Spencer,Trinity 77 _ 2’000 2’000 2597 2597
Circuit 2 Totals 2,505 $126,200 $140,421 $141,926 56.06 56.66 Tea, Risen Savior 16 11470 7838 11785  67.57 101.59
Circuit 3 - Pierre Wentworth, St. Peter 184 7.750 7.750 7104 4212 3861
Blunt, Trinity 37 2,000 2,000 2000 54.05 54.05 Circuit 6 Totals 1,758  $44,670  $79,518  $67,996 4523 38.68
Chamberlain, Zion 407 - 21,068 17470 5176 42.92 Circuit 7  Sioux Falls
Draper, St. Paul 27 - 250 - 926 - Brandon, Blessed Redeemer 282 15,000 15085 15000 5349 53.19
Gettysburg, Emmanuel 201 5,500 7,430 9890 36,97 49.20 Sioux Falls, Christ 106 2,000 3,000 2000 2830 18.87
Gregory, St. Join 251 - 5100 5600 2032 2231 Sioux Falls, Faith 618 43500 43500 43500 7039 70.39
Hamill, Zion 22 500 500 500 2273 2273 Sioux Falls, Lord of Life 150 — 12504 12,546 8336 8364
Harrold, Immantel 22 100 100 600 455 27.27 Sioux Falls, Memorial 740 _ 58830 47820 7951 64.62
Lebanon, Christ 23 300 300 300~ 1304 13.04 Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer 266 12600 25833 4737 97.12
Midland, St. Peter 44 3,000 5,615 3,200 127.61 72.73 o ' ; ' ' . :

. ioux Falls, Resurrection 229 10,000 10,000 9,167 43.67 40.03
Murdo, Messiah 71 3,000 3,000 3,000 4225 42.25 ’ >
Norris, St. John 69 2500 696 2500 1009 3623 Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf 35 - - -
Onida, Holy Cross 109 600 1 600 P e Sioux Falls, Zion 652 49,000 42,000 48,800 64.42 74.85
1cd, ' ' . Circuit 7 Totals 3,078 $119,500 $197,528 $204,666 64.17 66.49
Philip, Our Redeemer 50 - - - - -
Pierre, Faith 1,467 45,000 45000 46,000 30.67 31.36 Circuit 8 — Yankton
Presho, Zion 88 1,650 1,500 - 17.05 - Alcester, Peace 105 - 4332 4421 4126 4210
Reliance, Trinity 36 - - - - - Avon, Zion 199 5,000 5,085 5483 2555 27.55
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission - 1,613 1,560 - - Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross 179 25,750 23,422 23,816 130.85 133.05
Winner, Christ 67 2,000 2,000 2,000 29.85 29.85 Fairfax, Trinity 77 4,500 5,000 4500 64.94 5844
Circuit 3 Totals 2,991  $67,150  $97,772  $94,620 32.69 31.63 Springfield, Our Savior 26 100 100 - 385 -
Co ) Tyndall, St. John 128 2,600 2,800 2500 21.88 19.53
gg‘l’:goﬁrc:e""’#i‘n;;"s _ B 500 ~ o Utica, Martinus 70 1500 2028 2011 2897 28.73
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd 343 16,600 14,374 14374 4191 41.91 vermillion, Concordia 91 10000 10,000 7,325 109.89 80.49
Creighton, Emmantel p - 366 % 718 690 Wagner, St. John 182 9,000 9,000 9,000 49.45 49.45
Custer, Our Redeemer 194 3200 3473 5240 17.90 27.01 Yankton. St. John 1113 56400 42017 48583 37.75 4365
Deadwood, Grace 82 3500 3000 3000 3659 3659 Circuit 8 Totals 2,170 $114,850 $103,784 $107,639 47.83 49.60
Hill City, Our Savior 27 1,500 1,500 2,000 55.56 74.07 GRAND TOTALS 20,942 $848,157 $1,142,682 $1,136,250 54.56 54.26
Hot Springs, Bethesda 140 - 7,000 7,000 50.00 50.00
Rapid City, Bethlehem 445 30,362 30,447 28,552 68.42 64.16 1$2,000 of Our Savior, Aberdeen, is for 2022 missions
Rapid City, Our Redeemer 139 2,700 3,985 3675 2867 26.44 2$3,500 of St. John, Bitton, is for 2022 missions
Rapid City, Peace 500 22,000 29,070 27,091 58.14 54.18 3$2,500 of Faith, Parkston, mission intention was paid in 2022
gzzgjrﬂcs?’szt%aul g?g ggggg ggggg i;ggg gj;j 1;;83 Comm. Members: Communicant membership as of Oct. 10, 2022 per LCMS congregational
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel 18 600 1,236 — 6867 - statistics report
Wall, First 223 2,100 2,100 2562 942 11.49
Circuit 4 Totals 3,085 $142,562 $159,801 $162,846 51.80 52.79
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egistration is now open to volun-
R teers who wish to participate

in an LCMS Servant Event this
year. Hosted by LCMS congregations
and Recognized Service Organizations
(RSOs) across the country, LCMS
Servant Events provide youth with
opportunities to serve their communi-
ties, develop skills and relationships,
and display God’s mercy to their neigh-
bors through service projects. Events
will begin in 2024 as early as March
and continue through August.

In a testimonial on the Servant Event
website, the Rev. Michael Pottschmidt,
former pastor of Trinity, Richmond,

Va., writes, “Hosting an LCMS Servant
Event makes ignoring or avoiding God’s
mission impossible. Congregation
leaders and members must be inten-
tional and deliberate about seeking local
opportunities to proclaim and demon-
strate the saving love of Jesus. And how
invigorating it is for all involved to roll
up their sleeves and join with fellow
servants — youth and adults alike — in
accomplishing this task. That enthu-
siasm for mission continues long after
the Servant Event is over — those volun-
teers become leaders in finding ways to
share their faith and serve others.”

Servant Event leaders met at the LCMS
International Center Nov. 13-15, 2023,
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to share ideas, receive training and

prepare to host their respective events.

Among the events taking place this

summer are:

» “Forts and Sorts at Youth Haven Ranch,”
hosted by Messiah Lutheran Church in Holt,
Mich.;

» “Adventures in Colorado: Dirty Jobs
Servant Event,” hosted by Lutheran Valley
Retreat in Florissant, Colo.; and

» “Beholding God’s Miracles in the High
Country,” hosted by Camp Linn Haven and

Mountainside Lutheran Church in Linville, N.C.

See a full list of events and register at
lems-servantevents.org.

Many Servant Events challenge youth
to step outside their comfort zones and
get their hands dirty. As suggested by
the name, the “Adventures in Colorado:
Dirty Jobs Servant Event” will include
trail building and maintenance at the
retreat center, moving dirt and
working on drainage around

Volunteers at “Forts and Sorts” will
perform construction and maintenance
to benefit underprivileged children at
Youth Haven Ranch and may also have a
chance to interact and share the Gospel
with the campers. At the “Shepherding
Sheep Volunteer Event” hosted by Camp
Wartburg in Waterloo, I1l., volunteers
will serve as companions for develop-
mentally disabled children and adults
during a five-day summer camp.

Along with the chance to serve, Servant
Events provide an opportunity for
youth to bond and grow in their faith
through shared activities and Bible
study. Youth will also learn from
mentors and see the witness of ministry
leaders and church workers in voca-
tions that some of the youth may be
called to some day as well.

“The goals for the youth at the servant
event are to grow in their faith, expe-
rience their faith in action by working
at Youth Haven Ranch, and build
community and relationships with each
other,” says Jo Ellen Miskowski, host of
the “Forts and Sorts” event. “Each year
has been such a blessing for the youth,
volunteers and staff. Our evaluations
each year show that the youth partici-
pants enjoy the event. They often make
comments regarding their growth in
faith, relationships, learning new skills
and what they can accomplish with the
help of God”

“In the summer of 1989 I went on my
first servant event,” recalls the Rev. Steve
Hayden, senior pastor of Lutheran
Church of St. John, Quincy, Ill. “Entering
my senior year, I was considering a
future in pastoral ministry, so I thought
a trip like this might be a good experi-
ence and a lot of fun. Little did I know
the way it would transform my life.

“To any congregation consid-

buildings, and even rebuilding

o

ering getting a group together,

a retaining wall. Volunteers will
also have a chance to partici-
pate in challenging adventure

For a schedule
and descriptions

or any individual who has
always thought about partic-
ipating in a Servant Event ...

. : '”
options at the camp, such as of the 2024 doit!
rafting and rappelling. LCMS Servant This article is reprinted from
. Events, and to X
Other events provide oppor- register, visit the February 2024 issue of
tunities for youth to serve and Icms-se’rvant LCMS Reporter and was
connect with those in need. events.org. written by Caitlin Magness.
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