FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 26, 2026
Divine Service Setting Four, pg. 203
Rev. Don McKillop, Vacancy Pastor
Confession and Absolution

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To-day our Fa-ther calls wus; His Ho - ly Spir - it waits;
40 all-em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’'n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for- got - ten, A pres - ent  joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked us How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a-gainst us, To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash us And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.

Fa - ther’s home.
hear our prayer.

Al - though we oft have wan - dered, It iIs our
We know one gate is o - pen, One ear will

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt. | Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857 | Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

LSB 203

who made heaven and earth.
P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness
P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 95:1-3, 6-7a;, antiphon: John 10:14, 15b
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
@) Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

You may be seated.
Children's Sermon

First Reading Acts 2:42-47
#They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and

the prayers. **And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. **And all who believed were together and had all things in common. **And
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had
need. “°And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, *’praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25
This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.

20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 2'For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his
steps. ?He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2*When he was reviled, he did
not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him
who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. *For you were straying like sheep, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

![Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. *To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. °A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee
from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” SThis figure of speech Jesus used with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. *All who
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °T am the door. If
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. °The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to

judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

You may be seated.

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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Lord, with me
share Your woe;
here with You
let me faith - ful

here 1

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. | Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004880 | Tune: Public domain
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shall fol - low where You guide.
Help me there Your joy
There to

to know.
live with  You on high.

e - ter - nal  grant me.
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Sermon “Walking with God” Luke 24:32-35

32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 3 And they rose that same hour and
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them
gathered together, 3*saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”
3>Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

Please stand.
Prayer of the Church
Prayer Response
P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You may be seated as the Offering is gathered.
Offering

Hymn as the Offering is brought forward. Please stand.
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1-2
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We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
May we Thy boun - ties thus  As stew-ards true re - ceive
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All that we have 1is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -1y, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!

Text: William W. How, 1823-97 | Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 | Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Sacrament
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Preface LSB 208
P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death
and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 208
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from
bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him.

I

No

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death
and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the
promised land of life eternal.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I body, which
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

You may be seated.

Distribution
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686 %ome, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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04 — | - S
iy —e—r— ——— o
[y ! ‘ '
Call for songs of loud - est praise. While the hope of end-less
Safe-ly to ar - rive at home. Je - sus sought me when a
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strang - er, Wan - dring from the fold of God; He, to
feel it;  Prone to leave the God I love. Here’s my
tar - ry; Take my ran - som’d soul a - way; Send Thine
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ev - er to a-dore Thee; May I still Thy good-ness prove.
res - cue me from dan - ger, In - ter-posed His pre - cious blood.
heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.
an - gels soon to car - ry Me to realms of end-less day.
Please stand.
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
(P) Let us pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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You may be seated for the closing hymn.

801 How Great Thou Art
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989
Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004880
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