Service of Light  Lenten Midweek Service -- April 1, 2020

Hymn (Choral Arrangement) While with Ceaseless Course the Sun
Stand

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.
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Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.
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Phos Hilaron LSB 244
Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Sit
Psalmody

Psalm 141 LSB 245
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
(1) O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;



hear my voice when I cry to You.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,

and guard the door of my lips.

Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.
But my eyes are turned to You, O God;

in You I take refuge.

Strip me not of my life.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Let my prayer rise before You as incense,

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
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Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Readings

Reading James 1:9-18

“Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, '%and the rich in his humiliation, because
like a flower of the grass he will pass away. ''For the sun rises with its scorching heat and
withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade
away in the midst of his pursuits.

12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. *Let no one
say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil,
and he himself tempts no one. *But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by
his own desire. >Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death.

16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. '80f his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Reading Response
[P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Reading Luke 12:13-21
3Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance

with me.” "But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” >’And
he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” '®And he told them a parable, saying,
“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 7and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do,
for I have nowhere to store my crops?” '8And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. '?And I will
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.” 2°But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things
you have prepared, whose will they be?” 2!So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and
is not rich toward God.”

Reading Response

[P] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

884 Lord, Support Us All Day Long
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1 Lord, sup - port us all day long, Guide and strength - en.
2 Be our light in dark - ness, Lord, Our de - fend - er;
3 With Your pres - ence, Lord, draw near Those who la -  bor
4 Gra - cious Lord, we give  You thanks, Praise and bless You,
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Eve - ning comes, the world is hushed, Shad-ows length - en,
In Your pres-ence per - ils all Must sur - ren -  der.
Through the night-time on  be - half Of their neigh - bor.
As the giv - er of all good We con - fess You.
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Work is done, life’s fe - vered pace Now has end - ed;
Drive all dark sa - tan - ic snares From each dwell - ing;
Grant them cour - age for each fear, Faith - ful car -  ing:
This past day we now com - mit To Your keep - ing
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Christ, to  You, our fi - nal rest Is com-mend - ed.
Then, at peace, our hearts Your praise Will be tell - ing.
Your com - pas - sion and Your love Tru-ly shar - ing.
And en - trust to You the hours Of our sleep - ing.

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000
Tune: Public domain

Sermon



Canticle

Stand

Magnificat LSB 248
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blesséd.

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.

Sit

Offering

Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Litany (Lent) LSB 249
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants
of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the
Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and
our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.



Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Stand
Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve us.
Amen.

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - vy, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard

4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eve, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in  His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - ia! Al - le - 1lu - ia, Lord Most High!”
Text and tune: Public domain
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